    MINUTES of the WONSTON PARISH ASSEMBLY
Held at the GRATTON PAVILION, SUTTON SCOTNEY
At 7.30pm on Thursday 9th May 2019

PRESENT
Parish Councillors: Lucy Dowson (Chairman), Chris Whitehouse, Clive Cook, Judith Polak, Charlotte Lance.
Residents: Around 25 residents attended the meeting.
Special Guests : The Watercress Way charity and HCCllr Jackie Porter.
Apologies: WCCllr Caroline Horrill, Cllr Andrew Wheeler, Cllr Pauline Maunder.
Minutes Jocelyn Jenkins (PC Clerk).

1 CHAIRMAN Lucy Dowson, as Chairman of the Parish Council, formally opened the meeting by welcoming residents and visitors and drew attention to the wonderful new facilities at the Gratton.
In a brief report the Chairman noted that main focus of the Parish Council is in supporting the Gratton Trust but that grants have also been made this year to the Victoria Hall for their kitchen refurbishment, the Bullington Lunch Club, Scots Tots, Citizens Advice, Victim Support and the Churches in the Parish.
Other projects in which the Parish Council have been involved this year include the new crossing by the Texaco garage upon which work will soon commence and housing for local people at Harding Close where all but one of the properties are now occupied. The Parish Council have also been supporting the Watercress Way charity who have recently cleared under the railway arch and have installed a bench and information board on the Gratton.
The Chairman noted that some very special people were present at the meeting, unsung heroes of the Parish who voluntarily collect rubbish for the benefit of all residents. Vouchers were presented to the litter pickers as a mark of the Parish Council’s appreciation of their efforts.
The Chairman concluded her report by thanking the Parish Councillors, City Councillors, Hampshire County Councillor and the Clerk.

2 MINUTES The Minutes of the Parish Assembly of 10th May 2018 were agreed and signed.

3 PARISH REPORTS Parish Reports were made available again this year as a written handout for attendees at the Parish Assembly and will also be posted on the village website.

4 PRESENTATION – THE WATERCRESS WAY Clive Cook, representing The Watercress Way, explained that the registered charity was set up in 2016 to create a 26 mile circular trail along old railway lines and droves. Many sections are accessible to cyclists and horse riders.
Anyone interested in contacting the Trustees, volunteering or donating to the charity can contact: info@thewatercressway.org.uk

5 PRESENTATION – RECYCLING HCCllr Jackie Porter gave a very interesting and informative talk on recycling which led to a number of questions from attendees.

The Chairman thanked Clive and Jackie for the presentations.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Refreshments and informal conversation followed and the meeting closed at 8.40pm.
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