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City Councillor Stephen Godfrey 
City Council activity within Wonston Parish has remained high during the last year.  
Affordable Housing.  Progress is being made on building the 15 affordable homes at Wonston Close for local people.  Half of these will be new Council homes and all of them are being built to a very high standard.  The development in the Old Station Yard will also include 2 affordable family homes at the request of the Parish Council.  The City Council are looking for more sites around the Parish and across the District to build more Council homes to meet the high demand that exists locally.
Local Plan Review.  Having been one of the first Council’s to have adopted their Local Plan under the new National Planning Policy Framework, it seems that we are to be one of the first to be required to have our Local Plan formally reviewed.  This allows us to re-consider where new development can take place, what facilities and infrastructure need to be planned for and to consider how to deliver the extra housing that might be demanded by the Government’s new housing calculator.  A call for potential development sites has recently closed, but, for the first time in at least 20 years, we are not expecting any proposals to be put forward by the owners of the Sutton Scotney Estate.
Flood Preparations.  After several relatively dry winters, the spring downpours this year threatened groundwater flooding in the Parish.  The City and County Council have been clearing drains regularly, so there was no immediate impact.  The Wonston Flood Action Group, which Cllr Stephen Godfrey attends, will be meeting again in the next few weeks.  If you want to find out how you can help the Group, do contact Stephen.
Litter and Fly-Tipping.  Keeping the roads, towns and villages as clear of litter as possible is a major priority for the City Council.  We are working with local groups to do more within the Parish and have continued to clear the A34 at least twice a year at great expense – although the waste that is thrown out of vehicles is growing in to a major problem that we are looking to address.  We have continued to be very successful with prosecuting individuals and firms for fly-tipping, with 15 successes in the last year, but there is still much more to do.
Elections.  The elections on 3rd May saw Patrick Cunningham elected to join Caroline Horrill and Stephen Godfrey as the City Councillors for the Wonston & Micheldever Ward.  The Ward covers Sutton Scotney, Wonston, Micheldever, the Strattons, Sparsholt, Littleton and Crawley.  We all represent the whole Ward, so do contact us about any issues that you think we might be able to help with.  Our contact details are:
Caroline Horrill:  Tel: 01962 776844 email: chorrill@winchester.gov.uk
Stephen Godfrey:  Tel: 01962 884477 email: sgodfrey@winchester.gov.uk
Patrick Cunningham:  Tel: 07866 367897 email: pcunningham@winchester.gov.uk


Wonston Villages AED Project
It has been an uneventful year for the Wonston Villages AED project. Fortunately there has not been a need to deploy any of our defibrillators but they remain fully serviced and checked weekly should the need occur. There will be some expenditure in late 2018/early 2019 when the electrode pads will be replaced in accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations.
To offset the effects of inflation on our maintenance fund we are holding a Pub Quiz at the Wonston Arms on Saturday 2nd June commencing at 8pm. The entry fee is £2 per person and we hope to see many residents taking part and supporting the fund.
Rob Parker
Victoria Hall
The Hall is a major community asset. It continues to thrive despite changes of officers in the past year. Many local groups use the hall; they make a significant contriubution to the well being of the community, and include Yoga, Art Classes, Community Choir, Beavers, Scots Tots, the Royal British Legion and the Sunshine Club.

The Hall is also very well used for family parties and celebrations, and some profitable fund raising activities including a Dickens Evening and Christmas Market, both of which contributed to Hall funds. We look forward to December’s Pantomime.  

This year the Hall has needed considerable maintenance to the heating system. We are planning a major kitchen refurbishment that will improve the range of facilities we can offer and attract more groups. We will be seeking financial support for this and hope the Parish Council will consider our needs.

There is now a website for the Hall: www.suttonscotneyvictoriahall.org , maintained by Rob Parker. This is proving to be an excellent reference for all events.

The operation of the Hall is dependant on the voluntary efforts of the committee officers and members, plus other supporters, who generously contribute their time and expertise. With a change of officers we are aiming to maintain this resource for our community. We are very grateful to Sue Lane and the late Valerie Keel for their many years of service.  The new officers feel well supported by the positive attitude of the committee.

Jackie Qualmann, trustee and secretary
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The Gratton Trust 
The Gratton is looking great, especially this time of year.
We are suffering without the use of the pavilion for a few months, so no water or electric, thus we have had to postpone several events, BUT not Grattonbury on June 30th. On the upside the pavilion will be rebuilt better than ever and even include a few internal design changes. 
We continue to be in funds, and as usual have a variety of ideas for spending the money, which include a petanque pitch, more tables and benches, and longer term a river bank restoration project. 
We thank the Parish Council for their continued financial support throughout the year.
So, as you would expect the funds are easily spent, and we have a continuous job to fund raise through grants, and our own efforts with all the events we hold on the Gratton. We are constantly looking for new ideas to captivate our community interest.
We have many donation and sponsorship opportunities, so please dig deep and help us continue to keep the Gratton at the fantastic standard it is in today. 
Finally, I need to thank all trustees present and recently past, for all the fantastic effort they put in on behalf of the community. 
John Polak (Chairman Gratton Trust) 
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